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Vilnius- OPPORTUNITIES FOR THE NEW MODES AND 

MEANS OF PUBLIC TRANSPORT IN VILNIUS

WORKSHOP

25-26 MARCH, 2010

Venue: City Council Meeting Hall, Vilnius City

Martin Knights President of the International Tunnelling and Underground Space Association,Lausanne 

Use of the underground to meet infrastructure needs

International Tunnelling Association response to current urban

Infrastructure demands

www.ita-aites.org

What l will talk about today---World events that shape my own world/about ITA/ Examples of metros for `smaller ̀ cities
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Welcome to my World

Safety

Security

Energy

Sustainability

Extreme Weather/Flooding 

Resources

Education/Training

Communication

Mobility

Aging population

Aging Infrastructure

Water resources 

Global Contemporary Issues
Davos-UN-EU-WB 

climate change
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Perfect Storm

Banking Crisis !!

Ã   $   ú HK$   Ô



4

G20/March 2009/ Banking Crisis

Dubai meltdown December 2009ðGreece February 2010ð where next?
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The future 

ITA - AITES
Founded in 1974

Å 55(60 )Member nations

Network of 20.000 

experts in the world

Å Conferences, 

Workshops and

Seminars around the 

world on Underground 

Technology 

(USA/India/China/Brazil/

UK/Croatia/Russia/Arge

ntina/Canada/Vietnam/A

bu 

Dhabi/Bahrain/KSR/Nor

way)

Å Annual Congress--+1500 

attendees

Å UN NGO

Å Education Foundation

Å Executive Committee 

Å Secretariate,Switzerland

Å 13(+2) Working Groups

Å 3(4) Committees
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ITA Aim    Cities must be planned efficiently. Urban space is precious!!

Briefly, some of the current goals of ITA include:

To encourage new usesof underground space 

To encourage studies of underground alternativesto surface 

construction

To stimulate the development of guidelines.

To encourage the development of better and cheaperunderground 

structures 

To improve training 

To arrange international exchange

ITA-CUS

Inauguration in Amsterdam Jan`08

Promote use of Underground Space

Advance awareness of use of Underground

To provide tools, information, research and publications 

for the community at large and policy and decision makers

United Nations

EU

Effective dialogue with Governments

Planning process needs adapting

We have to influence!

Han Admiraal
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Abu Dhabi-- World Class Urban Development

ñDesign our capitalò

ñSustainably designed environmentò

ñUPC with WEF will benchmark best practiceò  

Cable tunnels in London
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London 2012 Olympics Site

Association of Project Management Awards - Project of the Year 2009 winner ï

Powerlines Undergrounding Project!!

South bypass. Perspective
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Station

Images 

Crossrail
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Amsterdam
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Think Underground!
Seattle,USA

City waterfront

blighted

Aging 

infrastructure

Revival needed



12

Solution?

Web Site www.ita-aites.org
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A worldwide market
15% of this global market is now open to competition

Mass transit: a ú460 billion market*

Mass transit: a high growth market
In 2016, mass transit market will represent ú750 bn,


